
 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 Throughout the Commission’s 9-1-1 Orders, it has been sensitive to the different 
technical characteristics, capabilities, and uses of different technologies and services.  Thus, in 
the E-911 Scope Order, the Commission imposed established significantly different regulatory 
obligations Mobile Satellite Service (“MSS”), Multi-Line Telephone Systems (“MLTS”), 
Telematics, Resold and Pre-paid Calling, Disposable Phones and Personal Data Assistants 
(“PDAs”), and Automated Maritime Telecommunications Systems (“AMTS”), respectively.   
MSS carriers, for example, that “provid[e] real-time, two-way, switched voice service that is 
interconnected with the public switched network,” are obligated to establish call centers to which 
all subscriber emergency calls are routed and then forwarded to an appropriate PSAP.1  This 
obligation was imposed as an interim measure until a full E-911 implementation schedule could 
be developed. 
 
 In imposing the call center obligation, the Commission concluded that “the inability of 
satellite carriers to provide basic 911 service at the present time convinces us that emergency call 
centers are an appropriate first step for MSS carriers.”2  Under the E-911 Scope Order, MSS 
carriers must  ensure that callers access call centers by dialing “911,” that call centers ascertain 
the caller’s phone number and location, and that call centers transfer or forward the call to an 
appropriate PSAP.  They are not required to use dedicated trunks to route 911 calls.3  The E-911 
Scope Order also states that MSS carriers need not compile PSAP databases, since several 
alternatives, including commercially available databases and NENA’s national PSAP registry, 
may be used by MSS carriers.4  The order also concludes that location determination 
requirements are not warranted at this time, as MSS carriers are currently unable to determine 
caller location with precision, and individual MSS carriers offer different location capabilities.5   
 

                                                 
1  Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compatibility With Enhanced 911 Emergency 

Calling Systems Amendment of Parts 2 and 25 to Implement the Global Mobile Personal 
Communications by Satellite (GMPCS) Memorandum of Understanding and Arrangements; Petition of 
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration to Amend Part 25 of the Commission’s 
Rules to Establish Emissions Limits for Mobile and Portable Earth Stations Operating in the 1610-1660.5 
MHz Band, Report and Order and Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 17 FCC Rcd 25576, ¶ 
20 (2002) (“E-911 Scope Order”). 

2  E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 24. 
3  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 31. 
4  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 32 
5  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 35.  In rendering this decision, the Commission noted that although an 

MSS carrier may have a nationwide footprint, they may have only limited PSTN interconnection points 
(unlike CMRS providers with PSTN interconnection points throughout their networks).  As such, the cost 
of establishing 911 trunks between gateway stations and all PSAPs throughout the nation would be 
substantial.  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 37. 



 

 

 The FCC determined not to impose new 911 obligations on MLTS operators, in light of 
steps toward E-911 compliance already taken by these entities, but expressed its willingness to 
do so if necessary.6   
 
 Resold and pre-paid calling likewise received different treatment.  The Commission 
explained that there should be independent obligations on resellers and pre-paid calling providers 
to comply with the Commission’s E-911 rules to the extent that the underlying facilities-based 
licensee used by the reseller has deployed the facilities necessary to deliver E-911 information to 
the appropriate PSAP.7  In making its determination, the Commission noted that its aim was to 
“minimize the possibility for confusion by consumers, who expect all of the benefits of wireless 
service, whether provided by a licensee or a reseller.”8  In rendering its decision that resellers, 
pre-paid calling providers and underlying licensees should all be required to provide access to E-
911 services, the Commission noted that it is unnecessary to place separate requirements on 
PDAs or disposable phones, as the services available on these devices would be provided by 
carriers with E-911 obligations.9 
 
 Finally, the Commission declined to require AMTS to provide E-911 services in the E-
911 Scope Order.  The Commission noted that AMTS is a specialized voice and data service 
used primarily by tugs, barges and other vessels on waterways.  This specialized group of users 
have no expectation of reaching a PSAP through traditional 911 calling.  Instead, they reach 
emergency service personnel by radioing the Coast Guard for assistance.10   
 

                                                 
6  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 54. 
7  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 91. 
8  E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 96. 
9  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 101. 
10  See E-911 Scope Order, ¶ 106. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


